
Anderson Township Economic Development Committee- MEETING SUMMARY 
March 22, 2022 at 3 p.m. at the Anderson Center  
 

Members Present:  

Amy Richardson (Chair), Julie Bissinger, Amy Broghamer, Katie Buchmann, John Deeds, Michael 
Doenges, Duane Donohoo, Stephen Feagins, Derek Garrison, John Halpin, Nicole Hunter, Matt Owen, 
Jeff Rosa, David Rose 

Others Present:  

Riley McLaren (Anderson Township Staff), Steve Sievers (Anderson Township Staff), Josh Gerth 
(Anderson Township Trustee) 

Members Absent:  

Chris Corrado, Jeff Cowan, Jake Fraiture, Philip Kiley, Elizabeth Maier, Dan O'Rourke, Zach Peterson, 
Scot Prebles, Marcus Thompson 

 

Welcome & Introductions 

Ms. Richardson called the meeting to order at 3:01 p.m. and welcomed members to the meeting. She 
asked each member to introduce themselves. Ms. Richardson then announced her upcoming relocation to 
Atlanta, Georgia, which will necessitate her stepping down from her chair position.  Members indicated 
their sadness on this news, but appreciation of her efforts, and wished her and her family the best.  

 

Review of January 25, 2022 Minutes 

Ms. Richardson stated the minutes from the last meeting, on January 25, 2022, were in the packet.  She 
asked for any corrections, additions, and questions.  Mr. Halpin made a motion to approve, seconded by 
Ms. Bissinger and there was unanimous approval.  

 

Announcements – Township News, Business Updates, etc. 

Mr. Sievers announced updates to the current construction projects across the township. Additionally, 
announced the available property log was being updated my Mr. McLaren. 

Ms. Richardson inquired on the state of the Biggby Coffee (formerly Buskin Bakery) drive thru.  Mr. 
Sievers noted that drive thru is permitted as long as it follows the Anderson Township Zoning Resolution. 
This drive thru may be legally non-confirming as it was in place for years for Buskin Bakery.  

Mr. Sievers provided an update for Anderson Township Zoning Commission cases. The Cross Creek 
subdivision on Wolfangel Road, which was reviewed by the Economic Development Key Sites 
Committee, was approved last month. Mr. Halpin inquired about the state of trees on this site and 
discussion followed regarding the proposed trail. Mr. Sievers highlighted measures taken to maintain 
mature trees on the site, citing the adjustment of the front yard setback for lots 26-30 to maintain the trees 
and hillside in this portion of the site.   



Mr. McLaren was also on the site and noted exploratory work had begin for the trail connection.  

Mr. Sievers then provided a brief update on Case 2-2022 Anderson (8057 Beechmont Avenue) which the 
Anderson Township Economic Development- Key Sites Committee reviewed on March 9, 2022. The case 
will be reviewed in front of the Anderson Township Zoning Commission on March 28, 2022. This 
entailed the sale of approximately 1 acre from St. Timothy’s Church to the Kenwood Dealer Group, to 
allow for a parking lot expansion for Volkswagen & Subaru.  This proposal is for the parking of car 
inventory.  

Mr. Halpin questioned the status of trees on this property, as he is a member of both the Tree and 
Economic Development Committee. There was a brief discussion that followed between Mr. Gerth, Mr. 
Halpin, and Mr. Sievers about additional tree plantings may be considered by the Zoning Commission, 
which could perhaps be off the site, on the adjacent church, to replace some of what is lost and also to 
continue the screening towards the adjacent residences off Witt Road. 

 

Anderson Township Economic Development Overview 

Mr. Sievers introduced Mr. Owen, who is the executive director of the Anderson Area Chamber of 
Commerce. Mr. Owen provided a brief background of what his position entails at the Chamber of 
Commerce and how the Chamber interacts with the township. Mr. Sievers added additional comments to 
the relationship between Anderson Township and the Anderson Area Chamber of Commerce.  Mr. Owen 
then briefed the committee on when the next meeting of the Anderson Area Chamber of Commerce 
would be and what would be presented, which includes a Township Update. 

Mr. Owen also discussed the Chamber’s inaugural leadership academy class, Accelerate Anderson, which 
started last fall and wraps up soon. The individuals in this program have been exposed to a wide variety of 
business, government and other organizational settings here in the Township. One of these areas was 
economic development and Mr. Sievers was presenting an overview in early April. 

Mr. Sievers felt this overview would be helpful for the Committee as well.  He then began his 
presentation of the Anderson Township Economic & Development Overview Presentation for about 30-
45 minutes. Mr. Owen announced at the conclusion of this presentation that a more in-depth presentation 
of current Township planning and development efforts would be given at the upcoming Anderson Area 
Chamber of Commerce meeting on April 7th at Noon.  

 

Kellogg Gateway Initiative/General Discussion 

Mr. Sievers noted the progress on the Kellogg Gateway Study. He noted a meeting was held on March 
15th, 2022, with the Kleinger’s Group the Township’s consultant on this project.  This initial discussion 
focused on the interchanges, but their work will soon be expanding to the streetscape design between I-
275 Exit 72 and Belterra’s main entrance, as well an analysis of the existing and possible changes to the 
traffic pattern, and well as an assessment of the flooding situation of Four Mile Creek onto Kellogg Road.  

Mr. Sievers stated that they will be looking for a team, and a subcommittee of this group may be a great 
fit, to help oversee and lead this effort.  Staff would then look to engage this group more deeply into the 
planning process later this spring.  

 



 

General Discussion 

Ms. Richardson noted that we had discussed a couple of subcommittee efforts today, including updating 
the Key Sites information (and related review of current zoning applications) as well as the Kellogg 
Gateway project.  She asked if there are others. 

Ms. Broghamer asked about the attraction of a hotel.  Mr. Sievers noted that this was a prior effort of the 
group and could be revisited.  He referred to the Township’s 2019 Hospitality Study.  Mr. Rosa also 
mentioned that story term rentals, such as Airbnb or VRBO, were currently being studied by the State 
Legislature, and this relates to that as well.  The Committee felt that Hospitality should be one of their 
initiatives for the year ahead. 

Mr. Sievers also mentioned that just before COVID, there was considerable study underway by this 
group, and staff, related to workforce.  That has only become a more critical issue in the last two years, 
and the Committee felt this should be an initiative as well.  There would then be four initial 
subcommittees, and Mr. Sievers stated that staff will be in touch will all members, requesting that they 
participate in at least one of these areas.  Staff will also try to set up at least two subcommittee group 
meetings in the coming month, prior to the May full Committee meeting.   

 

Announcement of Next Meeting – May 24, 2022 

Mr. Sievers stated the next Committee meeting will be March 22, 2022, at 3pm at the Anderson Center, 
or perhaps off-site location, and thanked everyone for attending the meeting. 

The meeting adjourned at 4:17 p.m. 

 


